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| & Same of the Tish snd coral Reend in the waters off Ishigeki are unigue 1o the sland's ress.
= .t 4 Breshiaking sensets, sad as this one, can be observed drom almoct sy lecatien on Ishigaki
Eabira Bay iv oni of anly Twe cultiwation sites of black pearls in japsn, ¥

is thought 1o be the largest and oldest of
its Kind in the northem hemisphere, and
several companies in the wwwn specialize
In raking vishors oul o the reel in small
boats. Thae shallow bnlls of the boats alloaw
drivers 1o maneuver over the reefl o the
bt spots bor snorkeling. There is a bot of
healthy coral and a huge varlety of
sppropical fish, some of which cannot be
found anywhere else In the world. Unlike
al deeper, darker dive aries, snoskelers here
can experienoe the full colars of the reel

Mivara River

Isdeigaki may be ringed by a coral reel,
but its rivers are lned with an equally
valuahle rescurce: When fresh water brom
the rivers meets seawater, 11 creates a
Limicpee enviromment that only a lew plants
and animals can iolerate, Mangroves,
haowever, are perdectly sulted 1w deal with
the changing tides. saline water, and
anaernbic sodls, The mangroves provide

hames 10 a host of othee specles, Trom
winding birds o juvenile fish.

Fhie best yweay w explore the mangrovies
1% 10 take a Kavak up the river Goang with
a guide will mean visitors won't have 1o
WOrEY alwiil thdal Curcessts or getling fog
There is a kKavaking center at the mouth
al the Mivara Biver wihere the stall is mone
than happy 10 get people oue on the water,
paddle In hand

Capes Uganzaki
& Hirakubozaki

Dirivers taking Boue 390 out of higakl
Clty weill l.|||.'L.'-.|:. find themselves out ol
the “wrban® area and on an idvllic jourmey,
The extensive felds of sugarcane follow
thie road as it tracks up the east ooast
the mast northem poine of Cape Hirakubs
{am hionr oF two away L. The cape feamres
a whitewashed lighthouse and
breathiaking ooean panoramas. From thee




& Tamartorizasl Ditdrvtaan Post olters viess of Cape Tamaiard, heuma Bay,
Ishigeki's hily northern penisdula. and the smure otees waters

& Unigue and colorful shizh are the specialty of Yonekoyaki-Koubou

northemmios: cape, another letsurely drive
west will take visltors 16 the Ugan
Feninsula. Many cafés, Okinawa soha
restanrants, and teashops e teis popala
route. OHen owned by mainlanders
seeking alternatve lifesryles, they are the
perleet place to take a break betore headimg
onward to the lghthonse ar Uganzaki—
wilch prosvides anodher spectacular view,
Although the lighthowse s a popular place
[aF [Ourises ;||||i||;.: the dav, the locals
recommend a visit at dusk 1o witness one
al the gloslous shigaki sunsees

Kabira Bay &
Sukuji Beach

[he small peninsula |ust north ol
Oganzaki odbers one Ishigakss best beaches,
its most famoeus panorama, and mos
expesive souveniss. Tsukiji Beach (Moon
Beachh s one of Japan's mast pristine
beaches, unmarsed with boeolders and
concrete water breaks. An arc of golden
samd is e only barrier that separates thi
blue water fram the verdant trees. There
are showers, toikets, and the whiguitions
soila machines, bur development |s
surprisingly lmited

Yisitors can tour Kabira Bav in glass-
bovttomed boars or lounge on the sandy
beach, The bay was the lirst place in the
wirld 1o successlully culiure back pearls;
the Evukyu Pearl Company has a store
there with a wide selection of gifis and
soveniirs, Al aroond $90.000 Tor.a black
pearl necklace |ll.'.|l.||5. does coimie al a

rice

Yonehara

Yonehara Beach is exiremely popular
l.|I.I-"lI'|!.' summer, with somée yisiiors
becnming permanent residents ai the
campgrounds. There 18 a good snorkeling
ree] no far oot Trom the beackh, b
snorkelers should be wary of strong
allshore ¢urnemts and rips. Fvery vear
tonirists afie hecause they have misjudged
their swirmming ability
conditions

or Lhe ofean

Close by the beach is the Yonekovaki
Kivabou shisd craft center. shisd are lon-
dog sculprures that are wsually Tound in
pairs, flanking the entrance o Okinawan
hoames or sliving awsp rools, Traditional
shiisd are made Irom red clay and have a
leroclous expression designed 1o (elghien
away evil spirits: The crafi center
Yonehara creates colorful, modem shisa

that are deslgned o sit knside the homes






