China’s recognition prior to 1971

1953 - 1992
Before 1971, China regarded the Senkaku Islands as Japanese territory.

For the approximately 75 years from the incorporation of the Senkaku Islands into Japanese territory in 1895, until the possibility of oil
reserves in the East China Sea was raised and attention was drawn to the Senkaku Islands in the 1970s, the Chinese Government had
never raised any objections to Japan’ s internationally established sovereignty over the islands. Sovereignty over the Senkaku Islands was
only officially declared by Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in June 1971, and by China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in December 1971.

An editorial published in 1953 by the Chinese Communist Party’ s official newspaper, the People’ s Daily, stated that the Ryukyu Islands

consist of seven groups of islands including the Senkaku Islands. This shows that, at the time, the Chinese Communist Party recognized

the Senkaku Islands as a part of Okinawa and not as a part of Taiwan.

From an individual donor The article on the fourth page states that the Ryukyu Islands consist of seven groups of islands, including the Senkaku Islands (dated January 8, 1953).

The Senkaku Islands had not been “Taiwan and its surrounding islands” (underlined in red) in the Declaration on
included in laws and ordinances China’s Territorial Sea of 1958
related to Chinese territory
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the islands of the South China Sea, it did not make

any mention of the Senkaku Islands.

It was only when China enacted the new Law on the l

Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone in 1992 that the “Taiwan and all islands appertaining thereto including the Diaoyu Islands”

Sl e (Do Sk e et i (underlined in red) in the Law on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone of 1992

Chinese law, specifically “Taiwan and all islands
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appertaining thereto including the Diaoyu Islands.”
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Source: Website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China
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