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A Word from Matt

Three years ago this month, | boarded a plane and headed for
my “new home" of Ishigaki, Okinawa, and | would never be the
same again. Because this is my last month, | would like to tell you
about three ways that Ishigaki has changed me, and also what | will
be doing next.

My passions: When | came, | knew | wanted to study Sumamuni,
| knew | wanted a diving license, but | didn’t know | was a dancer.
Traditional folk dances, Salsa, and Japanese Pop Dance are now
part of my repertoire, thanks to my friends and fellow youth club
members, Public speaking: One thing that all public servants in
Ishigaki must be able to do is give speeches. While | was terrified to
stand up at office parties at first, now after all the eikaiwa’s and
kaigi's | can give a pleasant greeting without choking up. Work
practices: | think | still have much to learn about time management,
but | am very grateful to the people of city hall for teaching me
professionalism and accountability in my work. | used to hear
"nandemo hourensou” (everything is to be reported, confirmed and
discussed) so much it made me sick, but now | think | got the hang
of it!

In August, | will return to the Seattle area to see friends and
family, and help the JET Programme to recruit new CIRs and ALTs. |
will also start applying to graduate schools in Japan, with the goal of
returning to Japan early next year to start a masters program in
either international relations or global communication.

In closing, | want to thank the people of Ishigaki for everything,
from your kindness to your unique traditions and beautiful natural
attractions. My three years here are a lifelong treasure 1 will never
forget. Maidan nii fai yu, and see you again!
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