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To be free.
To be a good partner wi
To feel joy in the li

To be a challenger

Then and now, the i§
has been carefully foster
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like a mirror which show:

Until now and from now on,
we'll live with beautiful naturt

hearty uniqueness. =
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Calophyllum inophyllum, Melia azedarach, Ficus retusa,
Michelia compressa, and Ficus variegata...

All of them are names of trees grow in Ishigaki Island.
Its variety comes to more than 70!

Unique and hearty Island's trees have been used

as housewares in different forms

and have been close to our lives.

The craftsman of the forest, Mr. Tomai has a dream.

"I have a dream to make desks for children with Island's woods."

By touching Island's trees, they'll know from the forest and know about the Island.

Warmth of trees

teaches us a lot of things.
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Once a grandmother, affectionately called as Obah, was sitting to spin.
It is an indelible scene of one's childhood.

When she was young, she sat at a weaving machine to weave.

As time passes, when a day has come she can not weave anymore,
she's got off the machine and spins for her daughter.

As time flows, for a long time,

we've found good and easy-to-weave threads.

Material of threads is a plant grows in the Island, called Boehmeria nipononivea.

Grow Boehmeria nipononivea, spin and dye with blessings by nature.

And then, the woven precious textile will be rinsed in the pure ocean.

Lives of man and of nature are growing together. -
With the proud of abundant and beautiful Island .

Island's craftsmanship has been inherited.
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Dishes of the Island look good

especially on the Island's made potter's ware.

Ishigaki Island is like a treasury full of variety of soils

which catches potter's hearts.

There are many "life" artists in Island as many as the variety of soils.
The unique artists are getting inspiration with all their senses

and still turning potter's wheels to make their works today.

Now, shall we serve blessings from Island
on unique and warm potter's wares?

And let's enjoy dishes of happiness.
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Do you remember
how to make a leaf boat or grass woven toy
which you played with in childhood?

Faster and better.

Making toys has encouraged

originality and ingenuity.

So it was the start of Island's craftsmanship!

Like when you were trying hard to make a better toy,
easy-to-use and well suited to local climate housewares are
made with vegetation grown nearby

and has been polished in dalily life.

Each one of the items has a story of Island's life

and has heart of gratitude.
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